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CGrace and Feace to you from cur Lond and Savier Jesus Chuist.

I hope that during this recent holiday season, you have been blessed in giving thanks, celebrating our dear Sav-
ior’s birth, and welcoming in the new year with joy. We at Course of Study School of Ohio hope that this year
will be productive, joyful, and inspirational as you continue in your coursework and in your ministries.

PLEASE READ!!!!
We have been working over this last year to improve our efficiency and effectiveness in serving students
while taking care of the business of running this program. Thank you so much for complying with our
deadlines. This is making our operations run more smoothly.

We still have our goal of students taking all 100-level courses prior to taking higher-level courses. While we
have occasionally had to make some exceptions, we are moving closer to that goal. Thank you for your
diligence in seeking to make this happen.

By winter session, 2012, we will enforce this policy. There will be no exceptions. So, as you are looking at the
schedules, please continue to plan accordingly. Our goal is also to have 500-level courses taken last. Please
plan accordingly for this as well.

We know that change can often be difficult, so I would invite your feedback as to how we are doing. We want to
continue to improve. Suggestions will be thoughtfully considered.

Blessings and FPeace,

Diane

CHOIR MEMBERS ALWAYS NEEDED!

Even if you did not sign up to be part of the COSSO choir for worship, please feel free to come to re-
hearsal! Rehearsal will be held the Friday of the second weekend (October 22) at 2:30. As most of
you have found, there is strength i n nuemhiéyows ,;
have not been offered a multi-million dollar recording contract for your singing.

All are welcome!




AMy soul magni fies the Lordéeo (Luke 1:46)

| love the canticle of Mary. Her words seem to resonate with me. In fact, the first five words of
Mary’' s song are on my ordination banner. Il cho
ways want to be reminded that no matter what happens hope will never die. She seems to speak with
such passion, at least from the way Luke records her words after Elizabeth recognizes her condition.
And what a condition it is! Pregnant with the Son of God, the mother of our Lord is full of grace. What a
peculiar and mysterious predicament. How could anyone, especially a young girl, accept such a call-
ing? But maybe that’'s why God chose her, she w
Joseph, who do you know who would be so compas
says he wil/ | eave her quietly. He -wwmtih He too aneeftsechis
calling. |l guess that’s why God chose him, he
say something that must have sounded a | ot 1|ik
joices in God my savior, who has looked on me, a lowly servant. The mighty one has done great things
for me, and holy is his name.l

Some translations use different words but |
from magnificat or magnificare, which in Latin means to praise, extol or glorify. In our modern language,
we might think of magnify as increasing the size of something, which makes the meaning even more
awesome. My soul is so overwhelmed because at this moment | realize God is even greater and more
magnificent than | ever imagined ——my s o u | magni fies the Lord. I |
Mary’' s apotheosis. One of those unexpected mom
real that there are no words for it, but we need words. In those moments of apotheosis, we are so full of

gratitude for being a witness to God’'s presenc
ing that we must say something. If you’'ve had
and you know what Luke is trying to tell us. The response wells us in Mary and what comes out sounds
something | i ke —My soul magni fies the Lord. I W
you use for your magnificat?

At Christmas, we pause alongside Mary at th
the moment when God’'s dream has come into its
itself is God's dream, and the child whom we ¢
songs, is given to us so we will know the fullness of life all year long. At Christmas, we are told God is
coming, and we know because of Christ, God is
dream, Mary has said —yes. Il The di VviaEhenymitght
done great things for me.ll What begins with Ma
omega.

At Christmas we sing, —O come, O come, Emmanue
year, but it is our story, and it lasts forever, God is with us, so we must remember the story every year.
Each year, each of wus is invited in our own wa
make God’'s kingdom a reality. Some year’ s we s

and goes and everything is still the same. But with God nothing is ever the same. When God was born,
a dream was set in motion that extends forever.
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Jim Parnell

David Watson

Elizabeth Rand

Jim Parnell—

Teaching 112:

Theology in the Wesleyan
Spirit

Jim did his graduate
work at The University of
Findlay and at MTSO.
He is currently serving at
Harmony Chapel in
Mount Gilead, Ohio and
is on track for ordination
as a Deacon.

David Watson—
Teaching 311:
New Testament |

Rev. Dr. David Watson
earned his Ph.D. from
Southern Methodist Uni-
versity and is an ordained
elder in the West Ohio
Conference of The United
Methodist Church. He
teaches New Testament
and Greek at United
Theological Seminary.

Elizabeth Rand—
Teaching 513:
Our Mission: Church as

¥ Transforming Agent

| Rev. Elizabeth Rand
|l earned her M.Div from

Garrett-Evangelical Theo-
logical Seminary and an

s M.Ed from DePaul Uni-
g versity. She is an or-

$¢ dained deacon, currently
@ serving at Concord UMC

in Englewood, Ohio

Margaret Mallory

Paul Kim

FACULTY FOR 2011 WINTER SESSION

Margaret Malloryd
Teaching 214:
Practice of Preaching

Rev. Dr. Margaret Mal-
lory received her D.Min.
from United Theological
Seminary. She has
served as the District
Superintendent in what
was then the Toledo Dis-
trict in the West Ohio
Conference. She has
served churches in
Springfield, Dayton,
Lima, and Toledo.

Paul Kim—
Teaching 411:
Hebrew Bible Il

Rev. Dr. Paul Kim, re-
ceived his M.Div. from
Princeton Theological
Seminary, his Th.M. from
Princeton Theological
Seminary, and his Ph.D.
from Claremont and is a
Presbyterian elder. He
currently teaches at
MTSO.




This Fall, COS celebrated graduation with 5 students...

Carlton Shumate
Roger Morrow
Robert Chapman

Karen Cico

Curtis Miller

Congratulations, Graduates!
May God continue to bless your journeys.
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Words Words Words ——

From Margaret VanSickle, Writing Coach V

HAPPY 2011! | hope that you have included improving your writing skills in your resolutions for this year.

This is my opportunity as the writing "coach" to introduce or re-introduce new and returning students to
the free writing assistance that is available to all COSSO students each term. If writing is a skill that you
enjoy or if you have not written formal academic papers for a few years, we hope that you will find the writ-
ing help beneficial to your general knowledge, your confidence—and hopefully to your grades for the
courses you will be taking.

In recent COS sessions, we have had a few difficulties with student papers not being received at either
of my e-mail addresses. To try to prevent this from happening, here is the procedure to follow to receive
assistance with upcoming written assignments:

When you send a papertomebye-mai | , pl ease include the infor
i ng reviewl on t he-maikSFarihpse af yoll whio areseibmiting papers foreevaluation for
the first time, youre-ma i | message may come into my mail a&s —S

unless there is a subject line that would be related to COS. Be sure that the paper is in an attachment with
the e-mail.

| will send you an e-mail acknowledging that | have received your paper within 24 hours of receiving
the paper electronically. In that e-mail, | will give you an approximate time in which | will return the paper to
you electronically.

When you receive the paper with corrections/suggestions, please reply to me that you have received
the edited paper.

Writing workshops are held during the first COSSO weekend session from 4:00-4:20 PM on Friday after-
noon in the Centrum. For the Winter 2011 term, we are adding a writing workshop on Friday of the second
weekend from 4:00-4:30 PM in the Centrum.

Here are the topics for the Winter and Spring writing workshops:

WINTER 2011: Weekend 1: Footnotes, Bibliography, Citation of sources
Weekend 2: Avoiding Plagiarism
SPRING 2011: Weekend 1: Frequent Grammar Problems
Based on the needs of our students, a second workshop may be added to upcoming sessions. If you have
specific writing topics that you would be helpful to you, please let me know so that we can incorporate your
topics of concern into future workshops.

| encourage you to attend the half-hour workshop sessions! Your instructors may suggest that you need
to strengthen some of your writing skills, especially if it has been a while since you have done formal aca-
demic writing! There i s no —gr a-djestlan gppottunity to endke writingt h
a bit easier for you as you continue your COSSO education.

You can e-mail me at margaretavansickle@msn.com or at mvansickle@mtso.eduor —snai | |
MTSO, 3081 Columbus Pike, Box 263, Delaware, Ohio 43015.

Happy reading! Happy studying! Happy writing!

Blessings and prayers,
Margaret


mailto:margaretavansickle@msn.com
mailto:mvansickle@mtso.edu
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From Megan Coggins, COSSO Assistant

| t s snowi ng—andmy fbme town @ gseorgia got its fair share this winter too! They
were out of school for a solid week from the ice. This past Fall, before the snow and icky weather, we
started talking about making some changes to the website to make it more user-friendly. One of the most
noticeable changes was on the schedule page,, separating it into several pages so that each school had
its own page.

Through my work on the webs!
with Phyllis Nesselroad, the coordinator of the Hybrid COS pro- r ;A
gram at United. This newsletter, instead of hearing from me, we RF
wanted to share with you some of the changes happening over at ¢ PO
UTS with their program! Happy reading, and be sure to check the "%/
back page for some pictures from UTS COS weekends.

J.*vr
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Happy 2011, everyone!

Greetings from the COS Hybrid
believe we will only be two years old in February! It has been my °

great pleasure getting to know all the students and working with Karen, Diane, and the staff at COS/
MTSO.

Beginning in January 2011, we have expanded our course offerings to include a class at each level of the
Course of Study. This is in conjunction with the schedule at COS/MTSO in order to maximize the avail-
ability of courses throughout the year. It is our hope that, between the two programs, there will literally be
—something for everyonel!l

I wi || echo Karen
Registration:
Be sure to use the correct form when registering for courses at either MTSO or UTS
Be sure to send the correct form to the correct address!
Housing:
Students coming to UTS arrange for their own off-campus housing. You can find a list of area motels
on the website at www.united.edu
Meals:
.are included as part of your twuition, just as t
also provided during your on-campus weekend.

s reminders regarding the regi st

When you are on-campus, | am available to answer questions, print off papers, help you find a motel or
call a cab, or whatever else you need to make your stay as worry-free as possible! Feel free to stop by
my office, Room 1306 in the Academic wing, or give me a call at (937) 529-2218.

Grace and Peace,

Phyllis Nesselroad



Greetings!!! | hope you had a Blessed Christmas and New Years and a wonderful start to 2011.

We have received numerous registration forms for 2011 and 2012. Just a few reminders to everyone:

o All three signatures must be on the registration form before sending it to us

» The $30.00 registration fee (per class) must accompany your registration form

o If you wish to have on-campus housing you also need to include your housing deposit with the
registration form. Please remember that on-campus housing is limited each term so you need to
register early

« If we receive a registration form without all of the signatures, without the registration fee or without
the housing deposit, the registration form will be returned to the student

o Please check our website for registration deadlines. Please remember that you have to get signa-
tures from your D.S. and your L.P.R. and it may take several weeks for the registration form and
checks to arrive at our office. Please plan

ahead. If you are planning to graduate from
« The policy for taking COS classes is listed be- the program within the next year,
low:

|
Students must take the 100 level courses please let us knowl

before moving on to the next courses
Students must take the 200-400 level courses before moving on to the 500 level courses
Please pay close attention to the * next to COS 211, 311, 411 and 511 on our Curriculum page

Please note the change below:
COS 411 has been removed from the 2012 Fall Schedule
COS 412 will be taught in 2012 Fall

We apologize for not catching this scheduling error earlier. If you have already registered for 2012 Fall
COS 411, please give me a call at 740-362-3340.

Blessings to all of you as we move into a
The U PDATED new and exciting year for Course of Study
oo School of Ohio!!
Course of Stu dy o0 o Karen Gee, COS Coordinator
)
Handbook o |
is now online @Y o Blessings,
. 2° 100° Karen Gee
at: Go“‘ 200 COS Coordinator
“x\Q“\\




And everyone who is ever born is part of that dream. We may choose to reject it or try to destroy it
— but God remains, God is with us. Every birth is both a moment in history. Every part of life is a glimpse
of the mystery. And that does not stop at Christm
It is worth spending some time reflecting on that as we leave the Christmas season for another year.
How has God touched your life —in a moment of insight or in a particular choice you made? What would
your own magnificat sound like? What words would you use?

We need to remember and magnify on our own mom
presence was made known to us. | |l ove Mary’s song
spirit to rejoice in gratitude for the great things that God has done for me. | need to savor the goodness
that strengthens me and restores my hope when everything around me focuses on what is wrong. Yes,
we know there is evil in the world, but it will never overcome the good. As pastors of people who experi-
ence the blahs after Christmas, we need to become ambassadors of hope — to remind ourselves and
others that we can be delivered from all that is evil in the world, from anger and fear, and that the empti-
ness of our souls is a sanctuary of Christ born into the world through us and how we live our lives.

Whatever your song was at Christmas, | pray you will open your heart in the season after Christmas to
the song that Mary sings ——My s o ul magni fies the Lord, and my s
iour .|

May we magnify moments of God’s presenc

UTS COS
Images...

Above: COS students prepare for
class

Left: COS students hanging out be-
fore chapel.




